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MARRIAGE AS A PACT, AGREEMENT, AND OATH

Honorable Believers!
In the verse I have recited, the Almighty Lord enjoins: “O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its mate and dispersed from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah, through whom you ask one another, and the wombs that bore you. Indeed Allah is ever, over you, an Observer.”
 
In the hadith I have read, our Prophet (pbuh) says: “The most mature of believers are those best in character. And the best of you are those who treat their wives in the best way.”

Brothers and Sisters!

The Almighty enjoins وَاَخَذْنَ مِنْكُمْ م۪يثَاقًا غَل۪يظًا in Surah an-Nisa. He called the pledge that couples take when starting a family in marriage an “oath.” The oath is such a significant, major thing that our Lord also called our vow of servitude to Him an “oath.” He also called the commitment prophets gave him in calling people to the right path and guiding them an “oath.” 
Dear Brothers and Sisters!

Marriage is not just a formal ritual that brings two bodies together. It is the promise couples make to one another to share a lifetime with Allah Almighty as their witness. It is a pact, it is an agreement, and it is an oath. For it is a pact and a treaty, i.e. a contract, it brings us a moral responsibility. For it is an agreement, it brings us a legal responsibility. For it is an oath, it reminds couples that they have promised not only each other but also Allah, and they are under liability. 

Brothers and Sisters!

The basis of family, which is founded upon the oath in marriage, is loyalty. Being a family necessitates couples to remain loyal to one another, in good times, in bad times, in wealth, and in poverty. It requires them to look after one another’s rights.

In the basis of family lies the awareness of having been entrusted your significant other by Allah. When they take the oath in marriage, they actually make a commitment to Allah that they will protect what they are entrusted with. They declare that they will not hurt their couples who are just as precious as them, they will not degrade them, and they will not breach Allah’s trust.  

As stated in the verse وَجَعَلَ بَيْنَكُمْ مَوَدَّةً وَرَحْمَةًۜ love and grace lie at the core of family. Because a family adorned with such characteristics will be surrounded by Allah’s favor. It turns into paradise for its members.

Brothers and Sisters!

It must be regretfully stated that many families that should be turned into paradise with loyalty and love can be senselessly transformed into a realm of torment. Some spouses may over time lose the virtue of abiding by their oath which is a grave thing to do. Some may over time get deprived of the awareness to protect what they have been entrusted with. Families that have been founded with oaths and pacts may be swirled into the whirlpool of infidelity, lovelessness, and mercilessness. However, the believer is the one who adopts love, compassion, and mercy into their character. The believer is the one who, in the words of our Holy Book وَالَّذ۪ينَ هُمْ لِاَمَانَاتِهِمْ وَعَهْدِهِمْ رَاعُونَۙ , they never break their vows or breach the trust of Allah.
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters!

It is a fact that the family institution faces multiple dangers today. Especially the violation of family privacy and the practical encouragement of partners living together without being married in some media have major damage in our understanding and life of family. Also, the exploitation and disregard of family values in certain programs airing under the name of matchmaking disgraces the family institution. Moreover, there is a considerable amount of murders committed, lives falling apart, homes breaking, hopes fading because of betrayal, infidelity, and violence. 
The most saddening thing is that innocent children and women are affected the most as victims from these incidents. For example, 602,982 couples married in 2015 in our country while 131,830 divorced. As a result of the divorces, 109,978 children have been deprived of their mothers’ compassion and their fathers’ mercy.
Brothers and Sisters!

These are scary numbers for the followers of a religion that considers loyalty and love as the fundamental principles of a family. Then come! Let us protect our families, the great blessing of our Lord, which are our source of peace and love. Let us protect what’s been entrusted to us. Let us make our spouses and children the light of our eyes. And let us supplicate to our Lord on this holy time of Friday with the prayer we said when we started our families: 

O Allah! Give our families love, respect, loyalty, well-being, and abundance! Unite our families with ties of familiarity, fondness, and faithfulness. Protect our homes from hatred, discord, infidelity, and division. Grant us the peace and happiness of Prophet Adam and Eve, our Prophet (pbuh) and our mother Khadija, Caliph Ali and mother Fatima! 
� An-Nisa, 4/1.


� Tirmidhi, Radâ’, 11.


� Al-Mu’minun, 23/8. 
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